
 



 
PRESIDENT MESSAGE 

 
 
Seasons Greetings. Once again we come to a closing of another year. 2007 

appeared to be extremely busy for our active serving members with training to 
deploy, deploying or returning from theaters of operation. As for our retired 
members, they have also been unusually busy with golfing, fishing and the 
occasional conversation with their better half or throwing a curling stone or two. No 
one said retirement was going to be easy. 
 

That being said, the membership was able to enjoy several events being the 
Jean Romard competition held in Valcartier, the annual Bill Hansen Fishing Derby 
in Petawawa, the Annual Family Camping get together in Alberta, and many more 
all which were once again a great success.  These types of chapter outings show the 
strong values that us lineman, past, present and future hold and for that I tip my 
hat and say well done.  
 

This year has also been saddened by the loss of several members and of 
course also family members of our membership.  This time of the year has always 
brought reflection on the loss of family and allows us to reflect on the good times 
and the sad. My heart goes out to those families and best of wishes for the upcoming 
season. 
 
 In closing, your hard work, commitment and enthusiasm are greatly 
appreciated. Thank you for all of your current support and future efforts. I ask you 
all to keep supporting the association, uphold trade values and traditions and pick 
up the phone book and look up our retired Lineman in your area and take them out 
for a coffee. I’m confident that we’re moving forward together to create a more 
unified and active association for the benefit of our new and old Lineman. 
 

The National Executive joins me to wish you their very best for the holidays 
and a healthy and prosperous new year. 
 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Scot Henriksson, President 
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CFJSR Detachment Halifax  
 

Another year almost gone and the moment we all have been waiting for is finally 
near.  A lot of new and exciting things went on this year, from deployments, fathers to be, 
postings, promotions, retirements and so on.  No need to worry; I have an update for you 
guys and gals. 
  

There is a new sheriff in town, which has just come in from Kingston this 
summer.  He goes by the name of Sgt John Perry aka JP.  Pte Yan Fullwood is newly 
posted in off his QL3.  Cpl Alex Harvey was posted to Yellowknife in July, with his wife 
and little man.  Ben Dvoracek had a sex change and went Air force, but will be missed 
here in Halifax.  Cpl Brodie Saunders finally got out of the reserves and went Regs after 
years of negotiation with the Jean Chrétien.  Cpl Eric Gagnon was promoted this year and 
is now a MCpl.  Sgt Shawn Aucoin was promoted/posted to Kingston as a Warrant. Great 
job guys and well deserved.  OK what is up with all the people coming here from 
Kingston?  
 

Mercury Surge is coming to an end for all reservists and its time to go back on 
pogey boys.  Going to have to work extra hard now that 15 percent of the work is gone.  
Maybe this will influence the boys to go Reg Force and become men. 
 

If you were not there, then you missed out at the posting party at the Falls Lake 
recreational facility.  This was a great time to say our good byes to Cpl Alex Harvey and 
WO Shawn Aucoin.  There were activities such as boat riding, campfires, guitar playing 
and can`t forget about karaoke.  It was a great turn out and will be looking forward to it 
next year. Special thanks to MCpl George Godin for coordinating the event. 
 

MCpl Rudy Skalaa just had a new little boy introduced to the family.  Cpl Ben 
Dvoracek had a beautiful baby girl this past year.  Congratulations to the both of you and 
best of luck. 
 

The Crew went to Kingston for Gun camp in September for 3 weeks.  Boys came 
back in better shape then ever. Not saying great shape, but better shape indeed.  Thank 
God for this new gym here in Halifax, so look out Arnold Schwartzeneger. 
 

Cpl Jake Skalaa and Cpl Rob Ludlow went to Kingston to better our up and 
coming tradesmen.  They were such keeners they even showed up to work 5 days early.  
While they were there, both crews were on the road, in Aldershot and Gagetown, doing 
what we do best.  The job in Aldershot had that much water in the cable; it could have 
made the Titanic float.  Pole line in Gagetown was great for the boys, minus the good old 
maritime weather. 
 



In October while the boys were ramping up to go to Afghanistan, MCpl Rudy 
Skalaa took a crew into no-mans land (Goosebay) and Sgt John Perry took a crew to 
Gander/St Johns for 5 weeks.  Never thought I would see snow before November until I 
went to NFLD.  Even the weatherman came on the radio and said, “ Your guess is just as 
good as mine”. 
 

Sgt Dave Burgess, MCpl George Godin, Cpl Jimmy Coughlin, Cpl Randy 
Finlayson, Cpl Gary Merrit, and Cpl Tom Boyce are all on deployment in Afghanistan 
until May 08.  We wish you all a busy and safe deployment.  MCpl Gagnon will be 
returning to the fold from the UAE just around Christmas time and WO Will Richards 
has just returned from his stint in Afghanistan, welcome back. 
 

Well that pretty much sums up everything that is going on here in Halifax.  On 
behalf of CFJSR Det Halifax, I wish everyone a merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
 
Submitted by Cpl Jeff Desmond. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CFB HALIFAX LINE SECTION 
 
 

Well it’s that time of year again. Christmas is just around the corner and another 
year is just about over. However, the work of a Lineman never ends! 
 

The Local Line Work Centre (LLWC) in Halifax has had an endless workload 
that strives their members to give their utmost services to the Navy. 
 

Over the past year there has been many changes to the face of the local crew and 
many endless work orders. However, outside of the work orders, there is also the 
continuing maintenance of all the tower/ Antenna sites within the Halifax areas of 
responsibility. These sites consist of Mill Cove, Great Village, Newport Corner, Osborne 
Head and Masstown. 
 

There have also been many projects over the course of the year. We have worked 
in the Steam Tunnels installing new racking, installed new copper and fiber at Royal 
Artillery Park in Halifax, and trying to keep up with the dig locates, well that’s a hole 
new storey with the amount of construction ongoing in Shearwater and Halifax. With the 
continuing advances in technology, the line crews are always there to help their members 
(Land, Sea, or Air) meeting their needs and demands. With the many projects and work 
orders, there is limited down time between projects. However, to help meet everyone’s 
needs many members receive opportunities to take courses to better the teams overall 
services and performances. Some of the courses the members of the LLWC have taken 
over the past year are, End-to-End Fiber and Copper Installation and Testing, Grounding 
and Bonding, and a refresher on Confined Spaces. 

 



 
 

In the past year, Cpl. Gillis and Cpl. Crane completed their NAVY PLQ course. 
Cpl Gillis was promoted to MCpl on the 3rd of Dec. Pte. Snook had a busy year; she 
received her first hook in April, completed her Line Journeyman course, and will be 
advance promoted to Cpl on the 20th of December, just in time for Christmas. Cpl Pelton 
joined CFSJR for a quick road trip and was acting 2IC for a five-week project in Goose 
Bay.  There were also two new civilian linemen added to the Local Line Work Center, 
Cpl Fullarton, became Mr. Brian Fullarton and Mr. Glen Pardy rejoined the military 
family. We are now a strong ten-member crew, four civilian and six military members, 
Ready to serve! 
 

One of our members did retire this last year, Mr. Frank MacIsaac, “Our MDF 
God”, decided to enjoy the easy life after 48 years of service to the government, Good 
Luck Frank! 
 

We would like to wish all serving and retired Linemen/Family members, Seasons 
Greetings and A Happy Holiday, from our line Family to all of yours. Remembering 
“Once a Lineman, Always a Lineman”.    
 
Submitted by Cpl Mark Pelton 
 

 



Happy Holidays 
From 3ASG Line Section Gagetown 

 
 Things have been busy in Gagetown for the Line Section, as I am sure it was for the rest 
of you all across Canada and overseas.  This past year saw a large turn around with new people 
posted in and few promotions. Newly posted in from Petawawa was Sgt Larry Gaudet, Cpl 
Ricky Parent, and Cpl Matt London. Our LCF, WO Tim Stevens, was posted in from Edmonton. 
MCpl Tony Ferguson is in from Halifax until room gets made for him in 2RCR where Cpl 
Dearing now calls home. WO Roch Bouche now calls Kingston home and MCpl Brian Murray 
has planted his butt in Petawawa.  MCpl Marc Landry moved across the road into the LFAA TC. 
  

MCpl Eric Tremblay completed a PLQ this past spring and was promoted to MCpl this 
past Jun. Our two reserves, Cpl Meagan MacNeill of Charlottetown and Cpl Tung Danh of 
Halifax completed their Mod 2 and received second hooks. Cpl Parent also recently completed 
his PLQ. 

 
Maintenance seems to be our raison d’etre this year. So much so that a new crew was 

made for the purpose. Maintenance Crew consists of MCpl Tim Brown, Cpl Rick Naugler, Cpl 
Ronald Malley, and Pte Andre Carrier.  Our Install & Repair crew with Bernie Currie, Cpl 
Meagan MacNeill, and a “wanna be” Pte Steve Armitage still manages to keep the work orders 
below the nostril level. The Base Crew is headed up by MCpl Dez Durdle and manned by Cpl 
Jim Penney, Cpl Ricky Parent, Cpl Phil Seville and Cpl Tung Danh. Last but not least the Range 
Training Area Crew which has MCpl Chico Tremblay, Cpl Jamie Fahie, Cpl Brian Rimpilainen, 
Cpl Matt London and a “wanna be” Cpl John Anthony has been ripping up the trails and beating 
the bushes. Our “Storeman of the Century” George (Monty Burns) Nicholson manages to keep 
us all in parts and pieces as well guessing as to what distributor’s coat he’ll wear. Remember 
George, if Santa is taking notes, I take a large. The draftsman, Mike Patterson, keeps us in paper 
and pictures, as much as our token designer, Kevin Lingley, keeps the cable stocks up. 

 
 MCpl Tremblay, Cpl Parent, Cpl London, and Pte Danh attended the Jean Romard  
Challenge in Valcartier, Quebec, and came in third.  The boys put in a good showing with lots of 
memories of La belle Province and were under maximum supervision by WO Stevens or vice 
versa. Sorry for the anxiety about the missing sign, but the boys just wanted to show the flag a 
while before making sure the sign got back home. 
 

Base Crew has seen an increase in jobs across the AOR including PEI, Saint John, 
Moncton and Aldershot, N.S. Bernie Currie is busy making sure those dirty rotten contractors 
don’t cut anymore cables. With thirty different contractors on base, this ain’t easy along with 
keeping the work orders down. We might have make sure Pte Armitage gets back here for his 
corporate knowledge. But, after all the votes are counted, Bernie is the top civie in the shop again 
this year, for the sixth year in a row (good job buddy). Range Training Area Crew is very busy 
splicing, installing JWI’s and pole line maintenance along with keeping Base maint on their toes 
with veh repair PO checks. 



We wish to send our regards to all the fine organizations that paid us visits this year. Mr 
Frank LeBlanc of DIMTPS, 1 Line Sqn and Det Halifax spent long days and longer nights 
making sure our six was covered on the large jobs, especially the 1200pr cable cut. Kudos to all 
of you. 

 
Have a happy and safe holidays from all of us here at 3 ASG Line Section.   

 
Remember “Every day… Is a great day!! When you’re a LINEMAN!!!” 
 
 
Submitted by Cpl Naugler Richard  
 

TEAM TERRIFICO 
3 ASG SIG SQN LINEMEN 

Nov 2007 

 
BR: Pte S Armitage (OJT), Cpl B Rimpilainen , Cpl M London, Cpl P Seville 

MR: Bernie Currie, Cpl J Anthony (OJT), Cpl R Naugler, Cpl T Danh, Cpl R Malley, Cpl M MacNeill, Cpl J 
Fahie, Cpl J Penny 

FR: Mike Patterson, MCpl T Brown, WO T Stevens, Sgt L Gaudet, MCpl E Tremblay, George Nicholson 
Missing: MCpl D Durdle, Pte A Carrier, Cpl R Parent, Kevin Lingley 

 



 
 

Joyeuses Fêtes 
 

Bonjour à tous.  Depuis la dernière édition du « Golden Spurs » beaucoup de 
changements ont eu lieu pour le secteur du Québec.  Comme les années précédentes, 
l’activité principale au sein du secteur fut sans aucun doute  le « Défi Jean Romard », qui 
a été sans contre dit la meilleure compétition des dernières années.  Un vent de 
changement s’est abattu sur la région avec l’une des meilleures participations des poseurs 
de lignes du pays qui ont vraiment relevé le défi.  La compétition a été un succès du 
début à la fin.  Le tout s’est terminé par un excellent Méchoui.  Nous voulons remercier 
les personnes anonymes qui nous ont retourné le poster du Défi Jean Romard car nous 
croyions qu’il était perdu ha! ha! ha! Félicitations aux organisateurs l’Adjum Martel et 
son équipe.  
 
Il y a eu beaucoup de changements cotés personnel au niveau du secteur Québec. Pour la 
section des lignes de Valcartier, Le Sgt Pelletier a remplacé l’Adj Bélanger  qui a été 
muté au QGET,  le Cpl Dan Côté a été promu au grade de cplc et a été muté à Shilo et le 
Cpl Guillemette nous a quitté pour rejoindre l’équipe des  renseignements. Pour les 
remplacer nous souhaitons la bienvenue au Cpl Lebel et le Cpl Goral.  Nous avons aussi 
4 OJT’s qui se sont joint à la section soit  les Cpl’s Nault, Grenier, Gilbert et le Sdt 
Labrecque. La section des lignes de Valcartier est fière d’annoncer la réalisation d’un 
projet de l’Adjum Grenier soit l’association des poseurs de lignes du QGET avec notre 
section. 
 
Pour combler le manque de personnel,  la section des lignes de Montréal a ouvert un 
concours pour engager un autre civil, la section devrait avoir un deuxième civil 
permanent d’ici peu. Le Cpl Launay (réserviste) qui avait été engagé devra 
malheureusement nous quitter avant le congé des fêtes.  Le personnel militaire de la 
section (Sgt Connolly, Cpl Champoux, Cpl Stacey et Cpl Labrie) continuent de faire les 
marches avec sac à dos afin d’améliorer leurs conditions physique en vue des tests annuel 
de NAPCFT.  
 
La section des lignes de St-Jean a aussi ouvert un concours pour engager un autre civil, 
donc la section devrait elle aussi avoir un 2e civil.  Le Cplc Thibault a remplacé le Sgt 
Lavoie muté à l’école de Kingston  Le Cpl Horwood est présentement à Kingston pour 
conclure son cours de carrière QL5. Il ne faut pas oublier de mentionner le nom du Cpl 
Demers qui est présentement en mission en Afghanistan pour une période de 9 mois. 
 
Tout au long de l’année les projets n’ont pas manqué.  Installations de câbles de cuivre, 
fibre optiques, maintenances dans les secteurs d’entraînements ainsi que les nombreuses 
réparations et installations.  Nous avons aussi pris part à divers projets, soit 
l’augmentation du nombre de paires disponibles pour la bâtisse H-102 et le projet de 
restructuration du câble téléphonique de la partie F-100 et F-200 de l’édifice J.V. Allard 
(Mégastructure).  
 
  
 
 



Par la suite durant l’année, les bâtiments 10, 214, 20 ont été structurés ainsi que le 3e 
étage de notre fameux building 193. Nous avons également fait installer de la FOS dans 
plusieurs bâtiments.  N’oublions pas le sommet des Amériques au mois d’août qui a eu 
besoin de l’expertise de notre section pour les systèmes utilisés par les entités présentes. 
 
 
De la part de tous les membres du Secteur  Québec, nous vous souhaitons un très Joyeux 
Nöel et une très Bonne Année. 
 
Submitted by MWO Marc Grenier 

                                                                                                           

 
 

COMPÉTITION JEAN ROMARD 2007 
 

    
 

Section Des Lignes Montréal  



 
Greetings from 76 Comm Gp Ottawa 

 
 

 
 Hello again from 76 Comm Gp in Ottawa. This has been an extremely busy year for us once again with many 

projects and tasking and an ever shrinking work force. This year we saw the return of now MCpl Boosey who replaced 

MCpl Heidi Chamberlain in the phone section. We also are happy to welcome the newest addition to our crew Cpl 

Christian Gauthier-Brousseau, who comes to us from CFJSR Kingston. He brings to us a wealth of knowledge and a good 

sense of humor, which he'll need with his nickname of "New Guy". He is supposedly the last lineman who'll ever be posted 

into our section.  Leaving us this year was the aforementioned MCpl Heidi Chamberlain who went on to the "MEGA" to 

help whip the new recruits into shape. MCpl Tony Cerone left to pursue his future with 1PPCLI and MCpl Rich Kliche 

went to a very secret place where we are all sure he will excel. Also going onto greener pastures was Cpl Veronique 

Charest. She is currently residing in Montreal at an exciting job that the trade taught her how to do! 

 This year was filled with numerous taskings around the world. Along with some smaller trips such as an 

antennae maintenance trip to Masset with Leitrim and the Annual Jean Romard Challenge, we also got to partake 

in a nice little trip to Europe.  In February of this year Sgt Asselin led a motley crew to Geilenkirchen, Germany. 

Along with her went MCpl Heidi Chamberlain, Cpl Scott Rideough, Cpl Maurice Beaudoin and Cpl Travys Cote. 

Helping us from Canada side was the ever-diligent Sgt Mark Snow. We had 5 weeks to totally wire up the new 

headquarter’s building/hospital/dental in Geilenkirchen with Cat-7 Shielded cable. This was a ground up 

installation but we had a lot of support from the CFSU(E) 76 Comm Gp crew of tech's and various other elements 

that were hiding in Europe.  Amongst our 12-15 hour workdays we had a couple of Saturdays to explore Europe. 

We got to see a lot of huge Cathedrals, including the Koln Cathedral, which has the highest frontage of any 

cathedral in the world. It is also purported to have the 3 wise men interned there. Not bad eh? 5 Linemen in the 

company of the three wise men. We also got to see some important military landmarks around Germany as well as 

the Netherlands.  Sgt Asselin also carted us all to Belgium to feed the monkey on her back. In case you didn't know, 

Caroline has a severe chocolate addiction.  

 Nearing the end of our month and a half stay in the Old Country, we were visited by our fearless leader, 

MWO Wayne Babcock.  He imparted us with his wisdom regarding the old days in Germany as well as looked on in 

disgust as myself and Sgt Asselin showed him how many cafe macchiattos we could down at lunch hour. To satiate 

the Bulldog’s appetite for debauchery we did go out a couple of times in Germany. I was rewarded by turning the 

same color as my combats the next day. Wayne, of course found this hilarious as he watched me try to make test sets 

work with the world's worst hangover!  For our efforts and patience with German contractors, our crew was 



 
awarded with a NOVA award from the ADM(IM). This surprised the heck out of this author, being a lineman from 

a field background we feel content if we get breakfast when we do our job! 

 Later on, in September, 76 Comm Gp sent a small contingent to the Annual Jean Romard Challenge in 

Valcartier. WO Martin Dube, Sgt Asselin and MCpl Blair Digou watched on as Cpl Christian Gauthier-Brousseau 

and Cpl Scott Rideough competed with two linemen from Valcartier. The competition this year was a little different 

from years past as it is now a team effort. Ottawa team, being the most unknown, was of course chosen to go first so 

we could show everyone else how it is done. This didn't help our overall standing but it did display how we work in 

Ottawa. As we were at the conduit fishing section, while confronted with a corkscrew conduit, Cpl Christian 

Gauthier-Brousseau displayed the correct way to deal with design sections. He promptly channeled his anger to the 

conduit with his boot and alleviated the design failure in one blow!  While we didn't win, we did manage to beat one 

team!  Better luck next time Petawawa!  In closing we wish everyone god speed and best wishes in the New Year.  

The Lineman here in Ottawa send VVV 

 
One never needs their humor as much as when they argue with a fool, or 

hang around this thing we call the sinking ship.  Quick where are the life jackets. 
 

“76 Comm Gp, priority 6 unit, serving priority 1 clients”. 
 

Submitted by Cpl Scott Rideough, Cpl Christian Gauthier-Brousseau. 
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Hello again fellow Lineman and friends. Where does the time go, it just seems like last week 
we were writing a few words for last year’s newsletter. As we reflect and take note of the 
passing year, we remember the good and the bad, plus the many accomplishments of 2007.  
 

As is true for many of you, I am sure 2007 has proven to be yet another year of great 
achievement, outstanding effort, and continued success for 052 Line trade. Once again, 2007 
would bring many changes, new faces and old returnees to the 1 Line Family. The many 
departed include: Maj Boudreau, Capt Kotzer, MWO Hopkins, WO Howe, Sgt Devereaux, 
Sgt Gallant (SQ), Sgt Kilback, Sgt Perry, MCpl Armagost, MCpl Cormier (CC), MCpl 
Friolet, MCpl Whitehead, Cpl Hawkins, Cpl Henry, Cpl Hunt, Cpl Laplante and Cpl 
Murphy. The new members to pick up the torch and solider on include: Capt Higuchi, Capt 
Sawler. MWO Macknight, WO Aucoin, WO Boucher, Sgt Cassista, McCormack (SQ), Sgt 
Perry, Sgt Skinner, MCpl Williams, Cpl Hennigar, Cpl Keegan, Cpl Leamon, Cpl Macdonald 
(OR), Cpl St. Louis, Cpl Tremblay, Pte Baisley, Pte Beaulieu, Pte Benard, Pte Cahill, Pte 
Clavet, Pte Demoss, Pte Hardy, Pte Kilgour, Pte Lyman, Pte Mitchell and Pte Trenholm. 
 

1 Line was once again faced with an increased operational tempo, numerous domestic 
projects and DART tasking. The following are few stories as seen through the eyes of our 
most valuable asset, our troops. 
 

 CFB Trenton My First Project  
 

It was only a few weeks since being posted to CF JSR 1 Line SQN, upon completion 
of my Lineman QL3 course that I was told to get ready for a road job. On October 15 I left 
the comfort of the troop room couch to head to CFB Trenton to learn the ways of a lineman. 
The job included cable splicing, testing and faultfinding as well as building onto an IDF. The 
accommodations were superb, which offered all the comforts of home, the ability to have 
crew suppers and a couple of Pops while discussing the day’s events. I can say that I was not 
used to the high Op Tempo pace, but I was always given the opportunity to get in there and 
get my hands dirty, although at times I would have preferred to just watch and listen.  I guess 
you have to start somewhere. I had a lot of experience to learn from, if ever I had a question 
between MCpl Duff, Cpl Gosse, Cpl Scagnetti and Cpl Hennigar and my own common sense 
it always got answered.  
 

One of the biggest thing I learned is that you never know what to expect when pulling 
up to the manhole. You’re either pumping out a swimming pool, up to your eyebrows in mud 
or trying not to step on the frogs that watch you work. We also contended with the full 
spectrum of weather from sunny blue skies to pouring rain and the occasional snow storm 
that seemed to happen all in one day. No matter what the weather brought us, the crew’s 
morale stayed high. Every day was full of hard work with the occasional coffee run. Lets not 
forget about waiting each day to hear MCpl Duff’s O-Group points while he added his own 
colourful and sarcastic twist about the previous day. Overall, it was an awesome experience 
and I was able work with a variety of personalities that make up the Lineman trade.  
 
Submitted by Pte Andrew Kilgour 
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Technical Assistance Visit - Afghanistan 
 

Stepping off the Hercules aircraft in the early morning heat with helmets and tactical 
vests on, weapons in hand, our line T.A.V. had arrived at the Kandahar Air Force Base.  
W.O. Richards who quickly introduced himself to those of the crew that did not know him 
greeted us, and then we were quickly shuttled off to our quarters to get squared away for the 
next day, and maybe get some sleep. 
 

Morning came early for us as we began the day going to the line shop to meet the 
remainder of the linemen who were already there on a full tour.  We were shown around the 
compound and where to locate supplies and materials needed for the A.T.S. system that we 
were sent there to install. 
 

 
 
 

After all the required paper was completed and the extra training was finished, it was 
down to business as usuall.  We had to install not only the fibre for which the system would 
be run on, but as well as the conduit and pull boxes which the fibre would be placed in. 
 

With the limited knowledge of pipe bending, we adapted and overcame, successfully 
installing the conduit system and the fibre with great help from the other members of 1 Line 
Squadron who were on a full tour.  With touch and go access to many of the buildings we 
terminated all that was required, which included several different organizations throughout 
KAF. 
 

When all work had been completed at KAF, we were then required to go to the P.R.T. 
to finish the system in that compound.  So off we went, hitching a ride with the Americans in 
their Chinook helicopter. 
 

The task at the P.R.T. was to be done in a quick and timely manner, and with certain 
unwanted delays, we were able to fully complete the assigned work.  The system had been 



                1 LINE SQN 2007                    
                
pulled, terminated, and tested on time!  After all was packed up it was time to return to the 
air force base, but this time not by helicopter but by convoy; and though it was just a short 
ride for some, it seemed like a lifetime for others. 
 

Now that we had completed the work, we were on the packing up stages to return 
home after 37 days in country.  But unfortunately during war, there are many casualties, and 
for the line T.A.V. we experienced three untimely deaths of true Canadian heroes.  We 
attended the ramp ceremonies, and even though they were not known to us on a personal 
basis, our hearts grew heavy with sorrow as the piper played amazing grace.  Many soldiers 
drifted off to a distant place with thoughts of loved ones as well as thoughts of the families of 
the fallen soldiers. 
 

For the line T.A.V., we packed up and got ready to go home, we stepped on the plane, 
leaving behind a successful job, as well as our thoughts and prayers for those who are still 
there, and those who are left to follow.  And for those who have fallen, safe journeys! 
 
Submitted by Cpl Clayton Whalen 
 

OPS & TRG  - 1 Line Sqn 
Fellow Linemen,  
  

This is an unusual request and we appeal to you to have some humour and an open 
mind in reading this. Try once to imagine a cross between a Lineman and an RMS Clerk (we 
do realize this is unfathomable but, play along).  Ok, imagine no more… are you ready? Here 
at CFJSR 1 Line Sqn Ops, such a thing exists.  It’s a breed of dedicated people; valuable 
hybrids if you please.  They’re endowed with the finest combination of the extraordinary 
attributes of Linemen (a dexterous, skilful, and hardworking people, with a strong sense of 
pride in their work) with a touch of the fine qualities found in RMS Clerks (desk jockeys 
with a discrete, diplomatic, and detailed approach to their work). So with respect to this 
infusion and a little holiday ha ha intended, we’ve developed a formula to illustrate the 
aforementioned combo. It is as follows: ¾ Lineman + ¼ RMS Clerk = 1 of what can be 
identified as a “Clineman”, sounds like the Klein as in Klien Tools. (Oh the thought, how 
could we, we know). Alright already, stop with the attack, can we come out from cover now? 
As we said, that was intended for fun!   
  

But now really, what business do Linemen have in taking on for the most part work 
that requires the skills of a clerk?  Easy one, let’s look at it this way, who knows better the 
life and needs of Linemen than other Lineman? Answer – no one but Linemen know best…. 
That’s right, Linemen supporting Linemen knowing what Linemen need.  Linemen are a 
unique, superior, and vital asset to the CF.  We’re at the CF’s disposal to provide the highest 
quality communication infrastructure that could ever be.  Keeping that near to mind, how do 
we actually provide our services, how do we keep trained, and how do we get where we got 
to go to perform our duties?  These answers are held with Ops; 1 Line Sqn Ops – a dedicated 
group of Linemen.   
  



                1 LINE SQN 2007                    
                

1 Line Sqn Ops is the brain of our overall functioning (go right ahead and laugh, 
we’re laughing with you).  1 Line Ops is comprised of a group of selected members that have 
been detailed to provide administrative services to other Linemen.  To shed some more light 
on this, 1 Line Sqn Ops, in a technical view, is one that can only be appreciated by Lineman 
and can be compared to the following examples.  1 Line Ops is a conduit, a pipeline to make 
a way possible to run a means of information.  It’s the source where info is held and a place 
sought to answer questions.  We’re the switch that is connected to many cables which has the 
capability to direct information to the right people – everything goes through us.   
  

1 Line Ops is a place that may not be completely understood; however, it’s not such a 
mystery really.  We work steadily; we work hard, we are a diversified group with a lot of 
skill sets that provide important support. We are responsible for maintaining highly important 
data bases, organizing training, and such other things as transport.  The list of responsibilities 
can go on however, the picture is clear. No matter how you shape it, 1 Line Sqn and 1 Line 
Ops as a whole belong to an important team, we are hard working people together, we are 
few, we’re Linemen and proud of it – 052 friends.   
 
Submitted by Cpl Hammond and Cpl Wauthier, CFJSR 1 Line Sqn Ops. 
 

 
  

Have a safe and very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Best wishes to all Linemen and your families from 1 Line Sqn Ops. 
  



 
Greetings from Line Standards 
 

Just a quick note from the forgotten Linemen at Line Standards. The section lost a 
few valuable members as did the Line Trade when WO Don Chretien decided to join the 
Dark Side and took his commission and Sgt Dan Slack retired from the trade and  the CF 
in Nov.  
 

Currently there are only 2 of us within the shop Sgt Bob Lepage and I (Sgt Mark 
“Joey” DesRoches). With lots of changes occurring in the training of the Line Trade 
things have been quite busy within the shop as we continue to write new Training Plans 
to meet the ever-changing requirements of the units.  It is a job that I am sure will never 
be finished and now that the school belongs to the Army several more changes are on the 
horizon.  

 
We are lucky in that Bob and I get to meet and chat with almost every new 

lineman as well as lots of other lineman when they return to Line training to continue 
their training. It is great to see some old faces as well as see the excitement on the new 
Linemen faces as they are being sent to their first postings. 
  

Hope that all have a great holiday season and a special Merry Xmas to those 
deployed away from friends and family from Bob and I.  

 
Drop into the office anytime to chat or to get a glimpse at where the training of 

the trade is headed in the future.  
 

Submitted by Sgt Joey DesRoches 
 

 



Linemen spreading the Christmas Spirit 
 
 The QL5 Lineman Journeyman Course 0009, with the assistance of the CFSCE 
Line Training staff decided to lend a helping hand to less fortunate families this 
Christmas season, with donations to the “Clothes for Kid’s Campaign”.   
 

The task was spearheaded by Pte Jason Kells, from Petawawa (Line section, 2 
Service Bn) and supported by his course mates.  With their contributions and Pte Kells’s 
shopping ability and time, they provided five brand new winter suits for the needy.   

 
The clothing donations were made Nov 27, 2007. 

 
Submitted by CFSCE Line Training 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Canadian Forces School of  
Communications and Electronics 

(CFSCE) 
 

 During the fall, from 4 Sept to 6 Dec 07, CFSCE held a QL5, Lineman 
Journeyman course at CFB Kingston.  Coming from across the country, the course was made 
up of 17 students from both field and static units - each student having a different level of 
trade exposure and Army experience.  Leading the training was the Course Director - Sgt 
Lavoie and his staff, Crse 2IC - MCpl Hewlin and Crse Instructor - MCpl Armagost.  The 
training was broken into three main phases- Antenna Construction/Maintenance, OSP 
(Outside Cable Plant) and ISP (Inside Cable Plant). 
 

The antenna phase consisted of antenna theory, test sets related to antenna 
maintenance and the dismantling and construction of an 80ft Millard tower and the related 
“Delta” HF Omni-directional antenna. 

 

 
                         
 
 
                             Cpl Tremblay and Cpl Cyr dismantling the Millard tower. 

 
 
As an added bonus we were able to visit two MACS sites in Carrying Place and Point 

Petre, to have better visualisation of how a tower site is layed out.  MCpl Armitage, a LCIS 
Technician from 8Wing TISS, was kind enough to provide a thorough site briefing and 
explained the system from the receiver/transmitter to the antenna. 
 

   



 

                  
            AP  RLPA  89J                  (Antenna Matrix)                     Collins 237C  LPA 
  

For the OSP portion of the course, we received instruction in and practiced copper 
cable splicing, pole line surveys and buried cable locating.  The course was again lucky to 
have a representative from Preformed Line Products (PLP), Mr. Elmo Butt as a guest 
instructor to spend a day and demonstrate proper techniques in assembling and closing the 
stainless steel splice closure.  He also shared some of his valuable knowledge, gained over the 
years working with Bell as a Lineman.  
 

                  
              Open cable Splice                                                   MR 1 Amping Tool 
 

For ISP phase, we received training on how to terminate, test and install MPC blocks, 
splice in a QCB2A closure using the MS Square, install and terminate HPFL’s, fiber optic and 
CAT 6 cabling.  We also learned about Fire stopping techniques and basic pathway layout 
from the MDF to the user on a smaller scale.  The course curriculum has covered a broad 
spectrum of trade knowledge and will prove to be extremely valuable to all of us while 
working in country and abroad.  “THROUGH “   
 
 

                     
     Cpl Hardy terminating MPC Tails                                  Pte Lavers using MS Square 
 



                    
       Horizontal cable distribution                                          Cpl Cyr terminating HPFL’s 
 

 
 

Left to Right 
 

Front Row-  MCpl Armagost, Sgt Lavoie, Lt Renaud, WO Beaulieu,  MCpl Hewlin 
 
Rear Row-  Pte Snook, Cpl Fleet, Pte Mullins, Cpl Tremblay, Cpl Schaeffer, Cpl Horwood,             
Cpl Hogan, Cpl Kaiswatum, Cpl Gallant, Cpl Ledoux, Cpl Cyr 
 
Tower Top-  Cpl Haché, Pte Kells, Pte Demeurichy 
 
Tower Bottom-  Cpl King, Pte Lavers, Cpl Hardy 
 
 
 
Submitted by:  Cpl Tremblay and Cpl Cyr  
 



CFSCE QL 3  Lineman Apprentice Course 
 

The life of a lineman, I have heard many of things over the course of my career, 
mind you my career has been a short one so far.  From day one of my basic training I 
have heard that linemen are crazy and that the trade is a tight knit trade.  “We are not a 
group, we are one”.  I took what was said to me with a grain of salt because I didn’t really 
know what being a lineman really meant.  I started my soldier qualification course and 
once staff found out that I was going to be a lineman, their voice changed not out of fear 
because we are linemen, but it was out of respect.   

 
I started my course on August 28th with fourteen other linemen, who came to 

Kingston to conquer some poles.  I really didn’t know what to expect coming into the 
course.  We started out with the traditional introduction to the school staff and inherent 
rules along with the intense PT and climbing that go hand in hand.  The thirty footers we 
conquered and then on to the seventies.  During that time, there was a lot of competition 
to see who can go the fastest and be the best.   

 

 
 

 At the same time, you got to see the moral and the esprit de corps and 
camaraderie come together.  One of our big jokes on the site was to fill each others nose 
bags with apples from a close apple tree, without the person know about it.  Once you 
saw the hornets flying around, you knew you had apples in your bag. 

 



While we were practicing our climbing skills, the Sig Ops were doing a field 
exercise behind the70 foot poles.  We thought it would be funny to throw the odd apples 
at them and take cover.  I still don’t think they knew where the apples came from.  We 
have an instructor who left a mark on the entire course, Mcpl Bell, who had a unique 
catch phrase “ON YOUR FACE”.  When you hear that you knew that you had to start 
pumping off push-ups while reciting the colour code.  We all loved it!!!  

 
We were fortunate to have a great group of instructors (Sgt Moore, Mcpl Bell, 

Mcpl Flood, Mcpl Filbey and Mr. McKay).  We felt the heat when needed and a Tim 
Horton’s run when deserved, I am proud of being in the Army as well as I am proud of 
calling myself a lineman.   
 
How high? All the way baby! 
 
 
Submitted by the QL 3 Lineman Apprentice Course 
 
 

 



 
CFJSR DETACHMENT PETAWAWA 

 
 

 Well that’s it, another year come and gone with a lot of hard work and tears.  Here 
at the Det of Choice, we have been very busy and have grown accustomed to many new 
changes. Starting with the ones posted out; Sgt. Laquerre after many projects with us has 
been posted to 4TIS Cold Lake as the LCF; MCpl. Noseworthy who managed to pinch 
his way out of the Det and Petawawa is now at FEME Toronto; Cpl Murphy after having 
served with the Det, finally got her long anticipated break and is currently posted with 2 
CMBG HQ & Sigs.  Our last member to leave was Cpl. Young. Finally, he received his 
dream posting to 9TIS Gander (The Rock).  Thank you all for your hard work and 
dedication and on behalf of all the members of CFJSR Det Petawawa, Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 
 
 Of course with people leaving the unit, more new crewmembers walked on in. 
New faces in this year are Sgt. Bartlett as  Project Foreman coming to us from the lovely 
field Unit 1 RCR, quite the change from handing out cell phones. MCpl Townsend, as 
crew 2IC arrived from the well known 2 CMBG HQ & Sigs.  Next are the young guns in 
the line trade, Pte Louis, direct from the school and Pte Hendry formerly from the guns 2 
RCHA.  
 
 This year has been quite the eventful year for detachment members. Pte Louis got 
married back in Aug. and everything is going great for him.  Congratulations Louis and 
good luck.  I am afraid that is the only good news I have to tell. Where should I start! Our 
dedicated QM and stores man Mr. Butt had heart surgery and now is recovering very 
well. Sgt Bartlett had a heart attack, and I didn’t think we were that stressful on him, but 
he too is also on his way to a speedy recovery.  Cpl Hunter went and got himself in a 
fight with a table saw and lost.  Well, his left hand is pretty banged up but he still thinks 
he won the fight.  He recently went back on the road after a long time of recovery.  For 
our last injury, Pte Hendry had the misfortune of being injured on a pole line job in 
Meaford, but he too will recover. 
 
 This year all members of the Detachment participated in some fine training 
courses. In Sept, we went down the road to CFB Kingston accompanying the mother ship 
to take part in deployment training along with the Edmonton and Halifax Detachments.  
The course, although a little on the dry side, was good to take part in nonetheless, and 
provided the opportunity to catch up with our comrades from across the country. This 
Nov, we received a little of a refresher on our own and had the opportunity to play soldier 
for a few days.  We all tested our shooting abilities at the Petawawa ranges, rose up 
against the elements of a cold November day and completed the BFT, and rounded it all 
of with the ever always enjoyable visit into the Gas Hut. MCpl Botsford managed to 
wangle himself on the Advanced Antenna course, and returned successfully with a little 
extra knowledge. WO Hewitt fully completed phase II of the ILQ, quite the 
accomplishment considering his limited exposure and command of the English language.  
Lastly in Jan, the unit will be participating in it’s Annual Line Refresher Training. 



 

 
 
 Afghanistan has taken a toll on the Det of Choice.  We recently lost our WO as he 
was deployed to Kandahar 09 Oct 07.  WO Hewitt is currently on the way to complete a 
six-month tour as the Line Projects Manager. In addition to deployments, one of our 
crews is ramping up to ready themselves for a venture to the lovely desert. 
 
 In conclusion, this has been an extremely busy year for all of us here and we are 
now due for a long awaited and anticipated Christmas break.  On behalf of the Det Comd, 
MWO Szach and all the rest of the Det members here in Petawawa, would like to thank 
you for all your support, and wishing you and your families a very Merry Christmas and 
a safe and Happy New Year.   
 
Submitted by Pte Mark Hendry 
 

 



2 CMBG HQ & SIGS SQN 
 

 
 

January 2007 started with good old Winter Indoc, Lots of “Humping it” up 
Brindle Hill, negotiating Boswtic trail and setting up snow defences along the way. With 
little sleep,  the section carried on across the Mattawa Plains pushing though to Five 
Fingers setting up improvised shelters and braving the frigid -30C . The next day, the 
Lineman picked up the slack and carried on conducting night patrols at the Capes Biv 
site. The final leg of the journey took the boys down to Pioneer Cabin, up Race Horse 
Road and finishing at the newly constructed Yankee Range. That’s right; you’re in 
Petawawa “Home of the Warriors”.   

 
I’ve always wondered how do we fit into the big picture here in Sunny Petawawa 

and what does 2 CMBG HQ & SIGS do on a daily basis? Well back in the ‘90’s, the unit 
frequently participated in the freestanding Olympic ladder climb. But the times have 
changed and the budget has increased. HQ & Sigs supports all of the field units in 2 
Brigade whether they deploy on exercise in the training area, throughout Canada or 
overseas. The units we support consist of; 1st Royal Canadian Regiment, 2nd  Royal 
Canadian Regiment, 3rd Royal Canadian Regiment, The Royal Canadian Dragoons, 2 
Field Ambulance, 1st  Canadian Field Hospital, 2 Canadian Engineer Regiment, 2 Royal 
Canadian Horse Artillery and 2 Service Battalion.  
 
With a list of units this long, the exercises are frequent, back to back and overlapping, 
making this posting one of the most challenging throughout the Canadian Forces. 

These exercises are coordinated by the LCF WO 
Owen Crabbe. He liaises with the local base service 
provided no matter where we deploy to.  He insures 
that base/CFJSR services such as (DWAN 
/CSN/DSN /CSNI/Internet/EX Net) will be in the 
required exercise locations. This also includes the 
new LCSS network that is owned by 2 Sigs (Think 
of Titian in a tent) . He provides technical direction 
to the Lineman in the Brigade, keeping us informed 
of the big picture. 

                                                                                
 Pte Dario Espinoza & WO Owen Crabbe 
 



When the brigade deploys, all of the standard office conveniences go with them. 
We operate like a TAV, arriving prior to an exercise installing Cat 5/fiber/coax to the 
desktops using the MMO format, utilizing tactical copper and fiber to provide access to 
the circuits we deliver to desktop. After our job is completed, we will turn the complex 
over to the hosting unit’s lineman to manage Fault Control. We provide the first line unit 
a second line support for fault control out of our 2 Sigs lines, ready to go at all times. 
Once the PC is logged on someone is talking on the phone and the green lights are 
blinking on all the switches, the hard work is done and it is maintenance mode time. 
 

On daily basis, we are striving to improve and upgrade our trade skills though 
lectures, training on test sets, servicing all types of telecommunications cable and 
figuring out the best way to tackle everyday jobs. PT is intense here, during Sqn sports 
we are outnumbered by the Sig Ops, during every sport we play. But we always end up 
the winners, as the Line Trade is the tightest trade in the Brigade. 
 

 
MCpl Rich Townsend 

 
This APS brought quite a change in personnel, Sgt, Mike Walsh to 3RCR, MCpl 

Rich Townsend to CFJSR Det Petawawa MCpl Frank Evans to 1RCR, Cpl’s Ron 
Keegan, Kent Hennigar and Adam Rowsell CFJSR Kingston, Sgt Larry Gaudet and Cpl 
Matt London to 3ASG Gagetown. We’ll miss you guys.  Please make sure you put in a 
good word for us. Gagetown is starting to look like 2 Sigs, Det East. 
 
 

             
    Sgt Mike Walsh         Sgt Jodi Jones 
 

After Summer leave, the Lineman were split up into two troops. Sgt Jodi Jones is 
at the helm of CIS troop preparing to depart overseas to Kandahar supporting Task Force 
3-08 April 2008.  Sgt Mike Walsh was posted to 3RCR in Jul and as he began clearing in 
received an attached posting back to the Sqn where he has taken over the spot of the Line 
Section Commander in Bravo troop. 
 



                                               
                                 MCpl Tom Dillon     Cpl Rodney Keeping 
 

At the end of August, CIS troop with MCpl Tom Dillon and Cpl Rodney Keeping 
departed for TF 3-08 Work up training in Honduras. Working through Hurricane Felix, 
They provided 100% fault free, uninterrupted communications for the exercise. This was 
the first test for the new troop and they passes with flying colours. Upon their return to 
Canada, CIS picked up a few more soldiers consisting of  MCpl Brian Murray, Cpl 
Dwayne Marshall and Pte Frank Dubios. Now a fully functional team they are ready to 
accept any challenge that awaits them. 
 

                                 
MCpl Brian Murray                   Cpl Dwayne Marshall          Pte Frank Dubois 
 
 

The Brigade Lineman were just as busy, conducting M-LOC training concurrent 
with the Honduras deployment. This is just a refresher of solider skill sets, throwing 
grenades, qualifying on the rifle range and running though the TOET’s on various 
weapons in the Canadian Forces. We finished up with a BFT to put the icing on the cake. 
Early in the fall, we received three Top Gun Lineman consisting of  Cpl Cory Galbraith, 
Pte Malcolm Gallant and Pte Sandy Mackinnon. Through the CFTPO tasking system 
they disappeared to the Dwyer Hill Training Center to put their high quality Lineman 
skills to work. 
 

                                                            
Pte Sandy MacKinnon & Cpl Galbraith                            Pte Malcolm Gallant 



If things weren’t busy enough, 1st Canadian Field Hospital packed up operations 
here in Petawawa and set up their Acute Care center in the Wainwright training area for a 
month. The CP Style setup was spearheaded By MCpl Bruno David and Cpl Tim Pye. 
Several long runs of TFOCA fibre later, the exercise went off without a malpractice suit. 
This was due to Cpl Pye’s manning of the fault control MDF. He was always full of 
liquid courage and ready to react at a moments notice. 

 

 
Cpl Tim Pye 

 
The Squadron, being in a constant state of readiness proved to be advantageous 

for Pte Dustin Turpin. He fast roped into the Canadian Special Operations Regiment and 
will be putting his heart into structure wiring their new buildings throughout the base. Pte 
Turpins rapid departure left us undermanned, a void which was filled by Cpl Shoemaker 
a Reservist from Saskatoon Saskatchewan. The Latest and greatest addition to the CIS 
Lineman fold this fall was Cpl Lisa Murphy, a Mainlander Newfoundlander just posted in 
from CFJSR Det Petawawa. Her detailed installation expertise is a welcomed addition to 
the troop. 
 
 

 
Pte Dustin Turpin, Cpl Craig Shoemaker, Cpl Lisa Murphy, MCpl Bruno David 

 



The end of November brought the final two exercises of the Calendar year. The 
first was Exercise Royal Gunfighter II. It was Conducted by 3 RCR to start their work up 
training prior to Task Force 3-08 In Kandahar. Sgt Walsh’s’ team worked right up to the 
last minute down in the unforgiving Matawawa Plains ensuring that everything was 
‘good to go’. 

 
We have just trialed the Tactical Communication Line Interface Terminal 

(TCLIT) that you can see MWO Hopkins explaining to Pte Young in the Picture below. It 
can receive Both Multi & Single Mode T-FOCCA Fibre Optic cable, distributing it 
effectively and efficiently. It also encompasses several switches allowing Voice and Data 
capabilities in a small compact and durable package. It has ensured the Royal Gunfighter 
II was a complete success 
 
 

MWO Stephen Hopkins & Pte Craig Young 

 
 
 

 
Pte Bobby Ropson, MCpl Marty Leblanc, Cpl Kevin Aultman, Cpl Craig Larsen 

 



Royal Mercury was the final exercise of the calendar year for HQ & Sigs. CIS 
Troop with the addition of MCpl Marty Leblanc and Cpl Kevin Aultman deployed to 
Bostwick Trail conducting IED & Fire and Movement drills in preparation for their 
deployment. The remaining members of the Squadron deployed with them allowing them 
the opportunity to carry out their daily routine in the comfort of modular tentage. Fault 
Control was efficiently manned by the smooth talking Pte Bobby Ropson from 
Roddickton Newfoundland.  

 
Missing all of the adventure for the last several months is Cpl Craig Larsen (a 

proud new father, soaking up paternity leave). The final honourable mention this year is 
going out to Pte Fredrick White. After slipping though the training system for the past 
three years, he is now on a Military driver’s course. If all goes well, he should be 
qualified to drive all of the green trucks that section holds in a matter of weeks. 
 
                                                                  

                                           
 MCpl MatthewTaylor                                                                           Pte Fredrick White 
    1997 File Photo   
 
 
                                                                                               

Well I think that sums it all up!  
 

All of us at 2 CMBG HQ & Sigs wish you a Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year 
 
 
 
Submitted by MCpl Matthew Taylor  
                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                               
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 



CFB Shilo 1 RCHA 
 

This year at the 1RCHA Line Shop we said good bye to MCpl Brian 
Beaton who went on to Trenton and welcomed to MCpl Daniel Cote from 711 
ValCartier and Cpl Angus Henry from 1Line Kingston. This gives the Regt a full 
line shop of four members, with Cpl Anthony Yashuk and Cpl Adam Ledoux 
completing the crew.  

 
Cpl Henry showed up in style being in a cast and crutches from his road 

job with 1Line here in Shilo, just shortly before being posted in. Then he left us 
for Parental leave to be at home with his newborn girl. Cpl Adam Ledoux is 
currently completing his QL5's course, just after receiving knee surgery like the 
tough man he is.  

 
Three weeks following MCpl Cote’s COS date, he got the joy of joining Cpl 

Yashuk for a  EX in beautiful Wainwright Alberta. As soon as the lines were in, 
Cpl Yashuk got tasked with CMTT helping run a convoy range. Always a nice 
guy, Cpl Yashuk made a point to bring back posters of the lovely ladies in the 
Wainright's ballet club to all the lonely guys in the dry field.   

 
A month later, they came back home.  A week after being home MCpl 

Cote got his greatest wish fulfilled, he was sent back to Wainwright for another 
month. This time not as a lineman but as the I/C of the Taliban, complete with a 
nasty beard. 

 
 The 1RCHA line shop is looking forwards towards having all four of us in 
our small shop at once and the trouble we will get into!  
 
 We wish all Linemen a merry XMAS and a happy new year.    
 
Submitted by MCpl Dan Coté 
 

 



731 Sig Sqn CFB Shilo 
 
Okay where do I begin? I have now joined the ranks of the crazy, in the windy 

and cold Shilo Manitoba. This is my first posting and I’m sure glad to do so as a lineman. 
   
In 2007, there were a few changes at 731 Sig Sqn Line Section. Cpl Purdy got 

promoted to MCpl and posted from to 2 PPCLI. Cpl Schneikart has joined us from 734 
Regina.  Now an “Ex” reservist has finally made the jump to Reg force. We have also 
received a couple new members to the unit, Cpl Kennedy, whose wife has just blessed 
him with a new baby son, I (Pte Browning) and Pte Toms.  Pte Toms actually belongs to 
2 PPCLI’s MCpl Purdy (good luck buddy hope you can party hard) but is attached to 731 
as he is not going on tour this rotation but hopes he will be going on the next rotation.  
Sgt Salisbury (Opus) is just returning to us from a 3 month parental leave as he and his 
wife have just had a new baby as well.   

 
As you all know MCpl Rose, who continually takes leave for hunting season but 

habitually thinks that there is always a larger deer over the next horizon was right, he 
finally bagged himself the big one this year with his bow. 

 
This past summer we had the honour of working with some great guys from 

CFJSR 1 Line Kingston. Helping on the pole line project for a week was myself and Cpl 
Schneikart. We learned a lot and got some more experience climbing. Then the next crew 
came to lovely Shilo to complete the second phase of the project. This time it was Pte 
Toms and myself who had the privilege to assist with the pole line. 

 
 But this is not all that the line crew here did. We also worked thru the manhole 

system updating all of the au-built drawings and repairing the training area cable network 
supporting the safety phones. 

 
All of the boys from 731 Sig Sqn Line Section wish you and yours a merry 

XMAS and a happy new year. 
  

Cheers 
 
Submitted by Pte Matthew Browning 
 



 



                      CFB Shilo 2 PPCLI                                
 

 
Greetings to all Linemen.  Exercise Patricia Warrior took place in the Shilo 

Training area during this past spring. It was the first training exercise for the Battalion 
before their deployment for TF 108. I had just arrived to Shilo off my Ql3`s and did not 
expect to sit around and hand out laptops and cell phones,…. but somebody had to do it. 
Also posted at 2 PPCLI is  newly promoted MCpl Purdy who came in from across the 
road at 731 Signal Sqn to replaced MCpl Mike Barrington who is now at JSR Edmonton 
(We miss you Mike).  As well the Det welcomed Cpl Mazsa as our new line driver. Cpl 
Mazsa, an infantryman jumped at the opportunity to work in the line shop and learn some 
new line skills (He now knows how to splice WD1 and make patch cords from watching 
me and MCpl Purdy). 

  
The newly formed Det showed they had the skills to do the job. During the first 

week of the Exercise, we worked hard laying line and setting up the camps network of 
tactical phones. In order for us to get around, Cpl Mazsa got well acquainted with the 
ruggedness of the line LSVW with just a little off road action, well ok, maybe a lot., lets 
just say the line truck got airborne and there might be a few more dents. We also got to 
practice some of our soldiering skills with some live fire training and section attacks. 
During the middle of the exercise the Battalion held a smoker to lift up the morale of the 
troops. MCpl Purdy quickly took advantage of the free beer and successfully passed out 
in his tent, `Way to go Mike!.  Later that night, during a massive thunder storm, a 
lightning strike put out our smoker and a couple of generators. MCpl Purdy failed to 
awaken and slept quietly through the night in a pool of his own drool. 
   

The line crew then prepared for their next task in beautiful Wainwright as the 2nd 
phase of training before deployment. The camp (Pretendahar as we liked to call it) 
simulated being in KAF.  For the next two months our crew along with the help of the 
line crew from HQ & Sigs Edmonton worked together to do what we do best. Since there 
wasn’t any drinking going on,  it left us with the next best thing running the truck loads 
of cat5 and WD1 to the ever expanding TOC and the thousand other tents on the camp. 
We also managed to run DWAN circuits to some tents through WD1 using black boxes, 
which worked pretty well. We were also introduced to the new high-tech WES gear 
which worked better than the old miles system.  

 
One of the highlight of the ex was rolling the MCpl and I down a steep hill whilw 

wrapped in bubble wrap. “So where’s that video boys”.  All in all it was a good ex and 
those two months went by quick. We never thought we would be so happy to get back to 
Shilo, and that’s saying something.  

 
Christmas is almost here and we’d like to wish everyone a safe and happy 

holidays. And if anyone in Edmonton has found a bag with some climbing kit, please be 
so kind as to return it to Shilo. It will be one less thing on his Santas wish list. 

 
Submitted by Cpl Alex Nava 
  



 
 

Seasons Greetings 
 

Season’s Greeting’s on behalf of the entire 1 CMBG Headquarters & Signals Squadron 
line crew in Edmonton. It has been a very hectic and eventful year here in the West beginning 
with the outstanding work the Line Section put forth with the assistance to the potential flood 
watch in B.C. to the EX Desert Ram and Maple Guardian. After returning from deployment and 
placing our feet back onto familiar soil, we had to say so long, best wishes of good fortune and 
happy trails to our departing fellow tradesmen of this unit. Leaving the unit over the past year 
were WO Bob Gallagher and Cpl Kris Gallant who did not wander too far yet just across the field 
to CFJSR Det Edmonton. The next two are Cpl Richard Hanes and Cpl Steve Rioux again 
leaving within walking distance as they crossed separate roads to assume their new positions 
with Rich in 742 Communication Squadron and Steve 1PPCLI in Edmonton. We also sent off Cpl 
Pierre Tanguay towards the East but not too far as he has set up his new residence in Ottawa. 
We said so long to two other line members as they have left the regular forces to pursue new 
challenges and trade avenues (MCpl Ian Parker and Cpl Steve Martin). On behalf of all members 
of the unit, we extend our best wishes and the best of luck in your future endeavors. 

 
With this said of the departure of these fine dedicated tradesmen means the welcoming 

of our newest faces and recent adds, moves and changes around the unit. We begin with WO 
Gerry Dowling who was recently promoted and has assumed the position of Brigade LCF, and as 
one chair empties another is filled by Sgt Mike Taylor as he has taken up the position of Tp Sgt 
Line Supervisor. At this time, we would also like to welcome to the line section a few new 
members recently posted in this past year (MCpl Scott Anderson from Wainwright and MCpl Bill 
Cunningham from Suffield).  After a long warm comfortable stay in the CFSCE training attending 
their QL3’s to 9 week’s under canvas in the sunny autumn season of Wainwright for Desert Ram 
and Maple Guardian, we would also like to welcome the following members to the unit: Pte Todd 
Clark, Pte Eric Patey, Pte Mitch Callahan, Pte Rich Issacs and Pte Tino Ranger. Welcome 
gentlemen. 

 
We are gearing up and looking forward to the New Year to a lot of extensive training as 

well as new upgrading opportunities that will prepare our line crew for any future projects. On 
behalf of all the linemen in 1 CMBG HQ and Sig Sqn we would like extend our wishes to the 
CAFL, all fellow trade members and their families home as well as away the best of luck in the 
future, play safe and have a… 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A VERY HAPPY NEWYEAR. 
 

 
Line Section 

1 Canadian Mechanized Brigade Group 
Headquarters and Signal Squadron 



NEWS LETTER XMAS 2007 CFJSR DET EDMONTON 
 

Seasons greetings from members of the Western Region. With another year coming to 
an end and Christmas leave only weeks away, it is time once again to reflect back on a busy 
2007 here in the Western Region. January 2007 kicked off with our annual refresher training, a 
time for the members of the Detachment to brush up on their line skills and to learn new trade 
practices. This would prepare them for cable and antenna maintenance projects within the 
Western area traveling to such exotic places as, Vancouver Island, Masset, Wainwright, and Cold 
Lake to name a few. As well, Det members completed local DRT training, brushing up on their 
soldiering skills, which offered some of the lucky members to continue on further, participating in 
the Mother Ship’s intense snake eater course in Kingston.    
 

          
         (Cpl Abel smiles for the camera)                 (Pte’s Griffin and Gavin in Wainwright) 
 

As with any APS season this brings new faces around the shop, with some familiar faces 
moving on to new challenges. This year we say hello to WO Rob Gallagher from HQ&Sigs, as 
well as MCpl Mike Barrington from 2PPCLI. CFJSR was fortunate enough to get two new 
apprentice linemen Pte’s Gavin, and Griffin, (fresh meat) posted in from the school to help with 
our seemingly endless workload; this year we said goodbye to MWO Dave Daubert who went to 
Ottawa, Cpl Sammy Septimo who was posted to sunny Esquimalt, and Cpl Rob Dupuis who will 
represent the trade at CSOR in Petawawa. Cpl Burke also left this year; we would like to take this 
opportunity to wish her family health and happiness in the future. 
. 
   
 

 
 (Remembrance Day in Evansburg, AB) 



 
                                                   

Yet again, CFJSR engaged its long-standing tradition and great honour of participating in 
the annual Remembrance Day ceremonies held at the Legion in the small community of 
Evansburg Alberta. It is always a good opportunity for the members of the Det to get out and hoist 
a couple of cold ones with veterans and civilians who come out in full force to show their support 
for members of the Det as well  as the Canadian Forces. 
 
 
 

    
 
(Antenna maintenance, Manitoba)    (CFJSR family day picnic in Cardiff Park Alberta) 
 

With the holiday season closing fast and winter’s chill starting to grip the prairie region, it 
is time once again to start preparations for another busy year ahead.  

 
Cheers and all the best over the Christmas holidays to all Linemen past and present and 

their families from everyone at CFJSR Det Edmonton. 
 
  
 

 



 

 
 

Cold Lake Line Section 2007 
 
 

‘Twas the month before freezing, 
And all through the base; 

The Air Force is scrambling, 
 With those, Russians face to face. 

 
The Cpl’s were busy, sorting out pairs, 

The MCpl stressed as the cutover drew near. 
The alarms all a ringing, making such a din  

It was due time for the Sarge to step in. 
 

Arriving with courage and visions of peace 
He joined at the table to prepare for the feast. 

With taskings a flowing, like gravy at least  
His first task to tackle was the Cable plant beast. 

 
With the monster vanquished and officers at bay; 

He continued his battles day after day. 
With troops on the ground and others in Mirage, 
He prepared for the move to the Old Line Garage 

 
With the officers at the head, and troops on the flank, 

He knew that his time here was money in the bank. 
With half hearted chuckle, and a sly shady grin, 

It’s 5 o’clock Friday, 
Let’s pack’er in 

  



 
Yet another has passed and again the Chosen Frozen here in Cold Lake are 

already embattled with Mother Nature and her barrage of sub-artic temperatures.   
 

 WO Wade “My face looks like this for a reason” Nesbitt 
 

With the departure of the resident taskmaster WO Al Pardy from Projects to 
future endeavours in the balmy southern recesses of Kingston, Ontario we were left with 
a void at the front of the Igloo.  Newly promoted, WO Wade “The Champ” Nesbitt joined 
“Grizzly Adams” MCpl Corky Furlotte in projects and continued his streak of never 
being posted out of Alberta and was promptly put into Canada’s choice retirement 
posting for Warrants, leaving us all to wonder? 

Sgt Joel “The Doctor” Laquerre  
 

Filling the Sgt void as TIMS supervisor was destined to be another former Cold 
Lake alumnus, Sgt Joel Laquerre joining us from the often imitated but never duplicated 
Det of Choice, CFJSR Petawawa.  Regaling us with tales of his previous tenure here at 
the Wing with then Cpl Nesbitt.  They continue to amaze us with the vivid details of 
years and splices gone by.  You’d figure that much time in an Air Force environment 
would have some adverse effects other than a few grey hairs. 

 
The Northern Alberta deer population is now resting peacefully as hunting season 

has passed and the deer terrorist “Grizzly Adams” MCpl/Mr Furlotte has packed in his 
rifle for the year.  Rumour has it the Northern pike are now in a panic as the ice is 
freezing over; the terrorist is on his way! 

 

 MCpl/Mr “Grizzly Adams” Furlotte 



 
With promotions and postings leaving a gaping hole in the crew we received 

straight from QM with tags still attached Pte James Davenport (Petawawa trailer park) 
and now Cpl Pierre Thibodeau (Acadian Bayou) were inserted to the fold to back up Cpl 
Dan “CF98” Denief with his ongoing workload of cable locates and adds moves and 
changes. 
 

With a full crew on ground and things looking up, MCpl 
“Special” Ed Arsenault and Cpl Pierre Thibodeau are off to their new 
tasking in the desert as Combat Camel jockeys at Camp Mirage. The 
rest of the crew will be left short to deal with the workload and the 
frigid temperatures associated with living north of the 54. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 Seasons Greetings  
4 Wing Cold Lake  
Line Section 
 
 
 



CFB ESQUIMALT BIS LINE SECTION 
 
Hello fellow lineman from beautiful British Columbia.  It has been another busy year for the CFB 

Esquimalt line crew, full of personal changes, road jobs, major projects and vehicle break-ins.  You know 
nothing out of the ordinary.     
 

There have been a plethora of changes in the line crew.  First off, the most important change of all, 
the promotion of MCpl Homuth to Sergeant.  That’s right, Frodo Baggins, as we like to call him, is now 
running the line crew.  This has been a very positive change because it brings lots of experience, 
knowledge, and great leadership to the Base Information Services organization.  Leaving the shop to take 
hold of the reigns in Comox was Sgt Johnson.  Cpl Kennedy has also left the line section with a posting to 
Halifax.   MCpl Lavoie has been posted to Valcartier leaving behind a legacy of great stories that can be 
past on for generations.  The new arrivals this year were Cpl Slaney from CFJSR in Kingston who can now 
pass on all the knowledge from the mother ship, and Cpl Septimo from Edmonton, who now adds an extra 
expense for the shop, a translator.  Debbie Humble has joined as our new QM guru, forcing Adam Miles to 
get back on his spurs as a lineman, damn were those things rusty.  Kelly Dean has successfully destroyed 
the moral of two reserve linemen, Cpl Savola from Victoria, who now seeks refuge in the Navy as a hull 
tech, and Cpl Gribble who was sent to Comox.  MCpl Ellias has joined us from 741 Comm Sqn Victoria, 
who so far seems Kelly proof. 
 

The line crew has had a busy work schedule.  Some of the major highlights include a trip to CF 
Matsqui, Aldergrove as part of Op Pontoon.  It involved the teardown of several antennas due to the risk of 
severe flooding, and reinstallation once the threat was gone.  It was long days and demanding work, but 
very rewarding to see your accomplishments at the end of the day.  This was a great road job because Sgt 
Homuth bought the crew dinner every night do to his poor gaming skills in Tiger Woods golf on the Xbox 
360, thanks Homie!  With the amalgamation of the line and tech section, we have been doing a lot of 
internal cabling. Dockyard building 11 was one of the biggest jobs, involving 120 drops of Cat5e and fiber.  
Dockyard building 77 saw us working hand and hand with civilian contractors building telecoms closets, 
was that ever a blast (WARNING!! Extreme Sarcasm).   I have been sent to assist the techs; Sgt Homuth 
thinks that is the best for me to remain indoors because he says “brown sugar melts in the rain”.  The boys 
spent a week in Mary Hill installing strand and 16pr copper cable along 21 bays.  Kelly Dean learnt a 
valuable lesson in tree trimming as he lit up a tree branch that landed across the electrical primaries, a 
shocking experience to say the least.  The most entertaining job this year was a road job to CF Matsqui to 
upgrade the pole line in the antenna farm.  As the boys were having dinner at the local hotel, a brave but 
not to bright group of unsavory working girls decided to break into Sgt Homuth vehicle.  They were 
successful in removing 3 Dewalt drills and a Crescent wrench kit.  However, they were not aware that they 
were being filmed on the hotel security camera.  As smart as they were, they decided to return the next day 
and make an attempt on another vehicle.  Needless to say, their gig was up and they were apprehended.  I 
guess their looks were impeding their success as ladies of the night so they had to make a living somehow.   
 
 

We, at the CFB Esquimalt line section, would like to wish all linemen and their loved ones a very 
Merry Christmas and have a happy new year.  Remember, work hard, but play harder.   
 
 
Submitted by Cpl Alaric Henry  
 
 
 

                                                                                                          



JUST LONG  ENOUGH FOR  ME  TO  SAY  "GOODBYE" 
 

In early March of 2000, I was on a routine TD trip to review and inspect Telecom 
Cable Plant Projects at BFC's Valcartier and Bagotville P.Q.  Our NDHQ on-site telecom 
rep, Mr. Jeannot Dufresne, accompanied me as we made our way through each of the 
projects, attended meetings ,etc at Valcartier. Things had gone reasonably well and on the 
3rd of March, we made our way by road to Bagotville. Our plan was to attend a meeting 
with base telecom and construction engineering staff, review and inspect the projects and 
head back to Quebec City the next day.  Shortly after lunch, I received a phone call from 
my wife (Thelma) telling me that my DAD was in the hospital in Campbellton (Northern 
N.B) and that things didn't look too good. She would receive additional information as 
the day progressed and get back to me. Jeannot and I decided to head back to Quebec 
City after our work was finished so that I would be in a better location to head east if the 
situation got worse. For the remainder of the afternoon, I couldn't concentrate on the job 
as my thoughts were elsewhere and our trip back to Quebec City was a quiet one. I know 
that Jeannot sensed what was going through my mind and although he may not have 
realized it at the time, he gave me the space I needed to think things through. By the time 
we reached Quebec City, evening was approaching and I had received the phone call 
from Thelma advising that time was of the essence and that I should change course and 
head for N.B. as soon as possible. Jeannot and I said our farewells, he wished that 
everything would go well for my DAD and I thanked him for his thoughtfulness and 
understanding. 
 

Now I was alone in my car (or so I thought) heading East into the night. When 
faced with the possibility of a death in the family, we all want to get to them as quickly as 
possible. At the time, I couldn't seem to come to grips with the possibility of not seeing 
my DAD alive again. I began to blame myself for not leaving sooner to take advantage of 
the daylight hours for driving. However, I had travelled this highway many times before 
and knew that the winds off the St.Lawrence River could bring blowing snow and 
produce freezing ice patches on the highway very quickly. I decided to stay within the 
posted speed limits and pray to GOD that he would keep my DAD alive until I got there. 
This had to be the loneliest part of the trip as my thoughts raced through my early years 
with my DAD. I remembered how respected he was in our community, how he would 
help others no matter what the problem or circumstances, our hunting and fishing trips 
together, how he let me drive for the first time, how he and MOM would drive me back 
to a main highway so I could hitchhike back to Camp Gagetown after I had hitchhiked 
home for the week end, the many times that he cut my hair as I was growing up and the 
excellent advice he gave me when I was joining the Canadian Army. Most of all I 
remembered him for the love that was in his heart for his family, how hard he worked all 
his life and how difficult it must have been to raise a family of ten. There are so many 
other fond memories that I re-lived that night and all I wanted now was for GOD to let 
my DAD live a little longer so that I could give him a hug and tell him how much I loved 
him before he took him home. But for some unknown reason I knew at that point that my 
DAD wasn't going to make it. I also knew that I hadn't hugged him enough and told him 
how much I loved him. 



It is strange how time flies when you don't have much time left and in the midst of 
all my thoughts and prayers the next thing I know I am in Kedgwick N.B. approx thirty 
miles from my family home. I am driving along in the darkness of the night reminding 
myself to take my time as the majority of accidents occur within five miles of our 
destinations, when suddenly I hit a patch of black ice. My car started to fishtail and 
despite doing everything I was ever taught in defensive driving the car would not 
respond. I could see a row of headlights coming towards me and had visions of families 
with children in those cars. For some reason my car was not slowing down and as a last 
resort I cranked the steering wheel over towards the ditch on my right side. Then it 
happened!  It was just like another power took over control of my car as it hurtled 
through the air and overturned.  I remained conscious throughout and remember saying 
"GOD please don't let me die now". Then the car landed on its roof in the snow and it 
was like someone had slowed the impact as it seemed like I had landed on a cushion of 
snow. Now I was hanging upside down in my seatbelt and couldn't see out as the entire 
car windows were covered with snow. I suddenly remembered a story I had heard about a 
lady who had flipped her car like me except that she landed in a ditch filled with water. 
Although she survived the crash she couldn’t get out of her car and died from drowning.  
I managed to get my seatbelt unfastened and found the electronic switch for the passenger 
side window. Fortunately it worked and the window opened so I could beat the snow 
away and climb out. I wasn't injured but I knew in my mind that GOD was riding with 
me that night and answered my prayer.  
 

By the time I reached the hospital, my DAD was hooked up to all of the necessary 
equipment required to keep him alive as long as possible. I held his hand, kissed him and 
told him I was there beside him. He tried to say something, squeezed my hand hard and 
then let go. I knew at that time that GOD had held him in his arms just long enough for 
me to say "goodbye". Within a few minutes, the orderly came and our family gathered 
around our DAD for prayers. The equipment was disconnected but DAD had already 
entered his heavenly home. 
 

Two days later 08:00 hrs, I was at the florist shop to select some floral 
arrangements. As I was waiting my turn, I looked down and saw the most beautiful 
flower arrangements from the CAFL, my office staff and other personal Lineman friends 
had sent.  It made me so happy and grateful. I will always treasure the memories of how 
much it meant to me that My Lineman Family cared so much to reach out to me in this 
time of grief.  
 

My DAD was WWII veteran and will always be my hero because he helped me 
and others so much. I know that he has a job in his heavenly home because he was so 
knowledgeable and could do so many things. I also know that he is watching over me and 
right now he is telling me to wrap it up. But not before I once again say "thank you" to 
my Lineman Family for being there for me. 
 
May GOD bless each and everyone of you always and best wishes for a happy, healthy 
and safe Christmas and New Years. 
 
 
Submitted by Arnie Murray 



A PAGE IN HISTORY 
 
This Toronto Sun article relates the amazing story of a proud native Lineman who 
fought during the second world war and the little known native’s selfless 
contribution to Canada in time of war. 
 
November 7, 2007  
 
Murray Whetung strung telephone wire from JunoBeach to Germany. At age 85 he 
salutes the other 49 brave men of CurveLake who enlisted. 
 
By MIKE STROBEL (Toronto Sun) 
 
CURVELAKE, Ontario -- Every man of fighting age in this Ojibwa reserve volunteered 
for World War II.  

Every single one. Fifty men.  

Actually, 51. But Cliff Whetung was allergic to the dyed wool of army uniforms. Swelled 
up like a balloon. So his war ended after a week, in a Peterborough hospital.  

The last of the 50 is Cliff's kid brother Murray, 85 and sharp as a hunting knife.  

"Must be the whisky," he tells me, eyes twinkling like the dark, shallow waters of 
ChemongLake.  

We are drinking green tea in his kitchen, deep in the woods. Oaks, maples, ash, in all the 
hues of autumn, sweep down to the shore.  

It was called MudLake back then and 300 Ojibwa lived on a spit of nine square klicks, in 
the curve of adjoining lakes, minding their own business.  

Murray Whetung hunted deer, fished walleye, trekked out to jobs in Peterborough and 
wooed a beauty named Elva.  

But not even CurveLake was safe from the Nazis.  

So the men enlisted. Five women, too. Whole families.  

The names in grey granite at the village cenotaph include 19 Taylors, five Knotts, three 
Irons, three Whetungs.  

That's just World War II. In World War I, all 20 young men of the reserve went over. 
Two re-upped, in their 40s, to fight Hitler.  

So, 100% turnout in two wars. Still think native Canadians aren't too committed to this 
country? From across Canada, 12,000 natives fought.  



More than 500 were killed, including two of Murray's childhood friends. Muriland Knott, 
15, lied about his age to sign up. He died last summer, Murray tells me, pointing to a 
white frame house a hop, skip from the cenotaph.  

Signalman Murray Whetung landed on JunoBeach, D-Day plus three.  

The Allies often used native soldiers as snipers or scouts. "Code talkers," mostly Cree, 
befuddled Nazi spies.  

Tommy Prince, a Manitoba Ojibwa, joined the Devil's Brigade and won the Military 
Medal and the U.S. Silver Star.  

Murray strung telephone lines. JunoBeach to Germany.  

A crack shot, he never had to use his Sten gun in anger. But he dodged German patrols 
and artillery trying to blow up his lines. He spent taut nights splicing cable at the front.  

You get a good view of a war from atop a telephone pole and Murray Whetung saw 
things he'd rather he hadn't.  

Six months after Germany surrendered, he came home. At the foot of Curve Lake Rd., he 
met reserve men heading out to hunt.  

"Leave me a canoe," he said, and ran home to trade his army bags for a rifle. Next 
morning, he bagged three deer.  

Life goes on. Murray, who became a UnitedChurch minister, is the last of those 50 
warriors.  

(A female veteran who married into the reserve after the war also survives.)  

Last year, Murray declined an invite to the Juno Beach Centre's "Voices of the First 
Peoples of Canada" exhibit.  

One tour of Europe was enough, he tells me.  

Lung disease took Elva a decade ago. They had 13 kids. CurveLake swarms with their 
great-grandkids.  

Would they all sign up to fight World War III, God forbid?  

And why is so little known, by the rest of us, about what their kin did for king and 
country?  

"First Nations traditions are oral," former chief Gary Williams, 47, tells me at the band 
office. "We've never written down our history."  

So we don't hear about mass volunteering or that most bands also sent money to the war 
effort.  



Maybe it was the tradition of alliance with Britain dating to the American Revolution. 
Maybe it was loyalty to Canada, despite everything.  

Maybe it was the lure of adventure and paycheques when reserves were at their hard-
bitten worst.  

Doesn't matter. Our thanks is overdue.  

Sunday at the cenotaph, the Maple Leaf will fly with the Union Jack and CurveLake's 
banner, an eagle bearing a peace pipe.  

Chief Keith Knott will speak. Everyone will sing O Canada. Kids will read In Flanders 
Fields. The Wshkiigomaang Women Hand Drug Singers will play as Murray Whetung, 
last of 50 brave men, lays a wreath.  

The sun, if it is out, will gleam off the buckskin suit he and Elva stitched 40 years ago. 
For years, native garb was barred at any Remembrance Day ceremony. That was a 
shame.  
Those medals sure look good on buckskin. 
 
Submitted by a friend of the Line Trade BGen (Retired) Kevin OKeefe 



Monument Memorial Service – Pte Perry Porter LMN 052
 

 All available members of 1 Line Squadron and CFSCE Line Training met in front 
of the Communications and Electronics Museum on the 6th of November 2007 during a 
cold and rainy morning to honour the memory of Pte Perry Porter. It was the 27th 
anniversary of this Lineman’s tragic death which occurred while serving with the United 
Nations in the Golan Heights, Israel as a member of 1 Line Troop.  He was aloft on a 
communications tower performing maintenance at Camp Ziouani when the tower 
collapsed, resulting in his death.   

 
Following this incident, a monument was constructed at Camp Ziouani by 

Canadian CF Lineman to honour his memory.  Over the years, it served as the Canadian 
Monument for Remembrance Day Ceremonies at Camp Ziouani and as time went on, the 
names of all Canadian members whom died while serving in the same UN Mission area 
were later added.   

 

 
 
 
 Several years later, when the plans were finalized to move the entire Canadian 
contingent back to Canada, it was decided that the monument should be repatriated as 
well, to allow Canadians to properly honour and maintain it. The monument departed the 
Mission Area in March 2006 and the last of the Canadian Contingent (less 2 members) 
departed 03 Apr 2006.  



 
Since it’s arrival at the Home Station in CFB Kingston, the monument has 

undergone maintenance performed by members of CFJSR 1 Line Squadron and CFSCE 
Line Training. A new concrete pad was poured and it has been placed in front of the C&E 
Museum.  This years humble ceremony marked the first of what will be an annual 
tradition led by CFJSR 1 Line Squadron, which traces it’s lineage to 1 Line Troop, Pte 
Perry’s last unit.  The following are several pictures taken during the ceremony on the 6th 
of November 2007 and an article written about the monument during a ceremony in the 
Golan Heights. 
 
 
We Will Remember 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Submitted by MWO Blair Macknight 



PETAWAWA LINEMEN REPRESENT 2 CMBG AT  
THE JEAN ROMARD CHALLENGE 

  
 The Jean Romard Challenge is an annual competition, which showcases Canadian 
Military Lineman skills.  This event has been held and hosted for the last 8 years by 5 Bde HQ & 
Sig Sqn at CFB Valcartier. The event is named after a retired Lineman CWO who was a pivotal 
leader in the Line trade and Signal Branch. 
 

The event challenges are encompassed of skills and knowledge that are considered 
fundamental and challenging within the Line Trade. Events such as WD-1 splicing, hole drilling 
while trough a pole with a brace and bit(old School no electric drill), knot tying, pole carrying 
and pole speed climbing were but a few of the challenges. The course itself was a timed event, the 
faster the team accomplished the circuit with the fewest faults (a team of judges oversaw the 
contest for accuracy, neatness and speed) the better their score was. 
 

The competition challenges the soldiers mentally and physically. This years event saw 
teams from across Ontario, Quebec and the Maritimes competing. Teams for the challenge are 
comprised of four Linemen who must be at least QL3/Apprentrice qualified. The 2 Bde team was 
made up of Pte Ruben Espinoza, Pte Fred White, Pte Craig Young, and led by MCpl Brian 
Murray. WO Owen Crabbe also attended representing 2 Bde as the teams coach.  
   

 

 
 
 



The event began on the 6th of September with opening remarks from the CO of 5 
CMBG HQ & Sig Sqn Maj Blais-Parent and by WO Martin Belanger the 5 Bde LCF. 
Once the opening remarks and administrative points were covered a meet and greet 
followed to give the competitors a chance to renew old acquaintances, meet new 
members of the trade and hang out with their fellow Lineman. There was also the 
opportunity for the recanting of good war stories (old Lineman tales) such as the ones 
being told by some of the senior trade members who were in attendance including the A6 
Line Communication Superintendent from Winnipeg CWO Denis Lafreniere. 
 

 

 
 

On the morning of the 7th , the competition began in earnest with approximately 75 
Lineman and spectators in attendance. The overall course was a continuous timed circuit. Every 
four soldier team was required to have it’s members carry two 60lb drums of WD1 tactical cable 
50 meters. As soon as the competitors crossed the line they then spliced (joining of the wires in a 
specific manner) 2 strands of WD 1 together as quickly as possible. Once the cable was spliced 
and taped the Linemen then ran to the “puppy pounder event”. This event called for the driving 
into the ground of four 8ft pickets using a 70lb ground rod driver. Once all four pickets were 
driven the next challenge was to carry a 180lb dummy on a stretcher over an 80m distance. At the 
end of the dummy carry the Lineman approached a plywood wall with “hand-sized” holes, 
through which they inserted their hands. In this challenge they were made to tie a bowline and 
square knot “blindfolded”, by this time the competitors were beginning to feel the drain of 
energy, but they endured as they knew there was  more to come. After the knots were tied 
properly they then ran on to the cable drum press.  



This event consisted of bench pressing two 26 pair cable drums that weighed 70lbs each. 
The two drums were situated on a bench press bar and each team had to be pressed a total of 20 
repetitions to get full points. All teams completed this task for full points.  Individual kudos go to 
Cpl Matt London from Gagetown (just posted from 2 Sigs this summer) who completed the most 
repetitions independently at a count of 17. In the next event the troops ran to the LSVW (Military 
pattern Line truck) load station. They were shown pictures for 20 seconds of a truck with all 
equipment loaded in particular placement on the truck. After the 20 seconds they had two minutes 
to load the truck by memory with all cable, shovels, picks, terminals and other Line equipment. 
After the two minutes had expired and the trucks were loaded as well as possible from  memory 
they ran to the next event while the trucks were being judged. The next event was the conduit 
cable pull. This event involved the fishing (the installing of a small pulling line in a conduit) and 
pulling of 6 individual communication cables 50 meters through a metal 1 inch conduit. The 
distance covered also consisted of multiple pull boxes and 90 degree bends. The addition of the 
pull boxes and bends ensured a higher degree of difficulty for the competitors. With the 
cable pulled competitors hurried to the next event where they transported a 500lb 
telephone pole 50m using pole carriers. The final three events were conducted as a 
medley. One soldier climbed a 30ft pole to the mid point where the cable strand was 
situated. He then dropped a tag line rope to his partner on the ground who attached a 50lb “nose 
bag”. The bag was raised by the climber to his height on the pole. The climber then shifted the 
load across his climbing belt and lowered it to the ground. He then raced to the ground as quickly 
as possible and removed all gear. At the same time that the climbing team was conducting their 
challenge the other two team members were undertaking the “brace and bit challenge”. This event 
involved the drilling of four holes thru a 10in thick wooden block. This was a great test of upper 
body strength and by this time all teams were pretty much exhausted. As soon as either the 
climbing or the drilling crew were finished they then rushed to the final test which was the 25 pair 
cable termination. This test was the preparation and termination of four separate 25 pairs or 50 
single wires of copper cable onto a communication termination strip. This task requires skill, 
concentration and a steady hand on a good day, but by this time all of the competitors were 
feeling the effects of the days events. However each team competed the challenge  and once all 
four termination blocks were completed teams raced across the finish line to well deserved 
applause and refreshments. 
 

 
 



At the end of the event the Jean Romard trophy went to the team from 1 Line Sqn from  
CFJSR Kingston. The team from 2 Bde acquitted themselves very well with a showing of fifth 
place nationally. This event was an exceptional challenge of solider and tradesman skills for all. 
The Linemen competitors and spectators had an excellent two days of competition and 
camaraderie. I personally look forward to next years challenge when the Jean Romard trophy will 
come to its new home at 2 CMBG in Petawawa. 
 
Submitted by WO Owen Crabbe 
 

 



Graduation - Basic Parachutist Course
 

There were 3 members from the Line Trade whom recently graduated from the Basic 
Parachutist Course, Session 72 at the Land Warfare Training Center in CFB Trenton, 
Ontario on 09 Nov 07.  
 
From left to right: MCpl Tremblay 3RCR, Cpl Wauthier 1 Line Squadron CFJSR, and 
Cpl Dupuis CFB Petawawa. 

  

 
 

All 3 have demonstrated a very high degree of physical and mental toughness 
during the gruelling 3-week course and completed the minimum required 5 parachute 
descents without injury.  The members are now authorized to wear the coveted 
“Parachute Wings” for the remainder of their careers, a symbol of pride and distinction.   

 
These members have shown the drive and determination, which exists within our 

ranks today, and we should all congratulate them on their accomplishment.    VVV 
 
 
Submitted by MWO Blair Macknight 



The Line Trade is well represented at the Army Ten-Miler 
 
Kingston, On 
By Lt J.H.M. Renaud 
 

Running any ten miles event requires a lot of training prior to stepping on the 
starting line.  Running the same race as part of Canada’s CISM running team means 
months of preparation and sacrifices.  At the last Army Ten-Miler, Sgt Frederic Lavoie, a 
Lineman, saw his dedication and discipline rewarded when he was offered a chance to 
run for the Canadian Forces Elite Team. 
 

His performance did not disappoint his team mates.  Second member of the CF to 
cross the finish line, he completed the race with a chip time of 59:07 minutes and ranked 
77th out of over 17000 participants.  With their combined time, the nine members from 
the Canadian Forces Elite Team ranked overall 11th and International 4th place.   

 
 

 
Sgt F.L. Lavoie during the 2007 Army Ten-Miler in Washington D.C. 

 
 
 



 
The Army Ten-Miler is an annual event organized by the US Army Military 

District of Washington.  More then 650 teams from the military and civilian realm 
register each year for a chance to win one of the prestigious team titles: the Commander’s 
Cup awarded to the fastest US all military team and the International Cup for a foreign all 
military team are among the most notorious.  The two-day event kicks off with a pre-race 
day expo loaded with running clinics and demos featuring the latest in fitness apparel, 
running shoes, health, and specialty items.  On the next day, the race starts and finishes at 
the Pentagon, passing such national treasures as the Lincoln Memorial, Washington 
Monument, and the Capitol as it makes its way through US National Capital.  This year’s 
race was particularly challenging.  The heat wave that stroked the US east coast this 
summer was still in effect and the 40º Celsius temperature was more than the double of 
seasonal average.  Experienced runners who normally cut straight across road curves to 
decrease the overall mileage would instead follow the road and shelter under whichever 
small cast of shadow they could find.  No runner from the Canadian Forces was use to 
running under such harsh conditions.   
 

Sgt Lavoie is a Line Journeyman Course Director at the Canadian Forces School 
of Communications and Electronics in Kingston.  Even with the School’s increased 
training tempo, he still manages to run twice each work day for a total of 23 to 30 
kilometres.  Along with Line co-worker Sgt Stéphane Brisson, he created a physical 
training program based on interval, endurance and muscular training sessions to which he 
subjects every new Line Apprentice and Journeyman courses.  In December, Sgt Lavoie 
will fly to Colorado with the rest of the CISM running team for a week long training 
session at the US Olympic Running Training Center where he will benefit from the 
advises of some of the best coaches in the world.  In February 2008, he will be able to see 
the results of his passage in Colorado as he will participate in a cross country run in 
Switzerland with the Canadian CISM team. 

 
Submitted by WO Carl Beaulieu 



DATE TO REMEMBER

On Labour Day Weekend 2008,
The Communications and Electronics Branch

will be celebrating 105 years of 
Communications and Electronics 

in the service of Canada.
We will also be celebrating the 
40th Anniversary of the Branch.

LOCATION
CFB Kingston, ON

DATES
29 August 2008 – 1 September 2008

AGENDA
TBA

DATE À SE RAPELLER

La fin de semaine de la Fête du Travail 2008
La Branche des comunications

Et de l`électronique
Va célébrer 105 années de

Communications et d`électronique 
au service du Canada.

Nous allons aussi célébrer le
40e anniversaire de la Branche.

EMPLACEMENT
BFC Kingston, ON

DATES
29 août 2008 – 1 septembre 2008

PROGRAMME
AC



CAFL Family Scholarship 

 
 

Approved during the sixteenth annual CAFL General Meeting held in Cornwall Ontario on 21 
February 2005, the CAFL Family Scholarship was established to provide financial assistance to 
CAFL member’s dependent attending a full time program at a recognized post secondary 
institution such as University, Community College or Technical Institutes. 
 
The funding of this scholarship will originate from annual membership dues or private donations 
held and managed by the National CAFL executive.  The awarding of the scholarship began in 
school year 2005- 2006 and will carry on at the wish of the membership and as funds remain 
available. 
 
Amount:  
 
A single $300.00 scholarship will be awarded annually during the Annual CAFL meeting held in 
Cornwall Ontario. 
 
Eligibility 
 
Eligibility to the scholarship will be based on the following criteria: 
 
a. applicant must be a sponsored dependant (child or spouse) of a CAFL member in good 
standing (paid up); 
 
Note: For clarity, extended family such as nephew, niece and grand children are not to be 
 considered as dependants.    
 
b. must be enrolled and registered in a full time program at a post secondary studies 
institution for the year of application; 
 
c.  must apply, in writing, to the CAFL National Executive Committee no later then 31 Jan in 
the calendar year which schooling starts and include the following information (see attached 
form): 
  

i. name and particulars of sponsor (CAFL member); 
 
ii. name and particulars of applicant (CAFL member’s dependent); 

 
iii. a copy of high school diploma; 

 
iv. a copy of post secondary institution’s acceptance letter; and 
 
iv. a copy of registration fee receipt of a post secondary institution. 

 
d. the post secondary institution must provide full time programs which leads to a collegial or 
university degree;  



CAFL Family Scholarship 
 
 
 
e. all eligible applications received by the National CAFL Executive Committee will be 
entered into a “simple draw from the hat”;  
 
f. the draw will be held annually during the National Line Tasking Conference “Semi Formal 
Dinner”; and  
 
g. the winner will receive the scholarship cheque by mail following the conference.  
 
Duration:  
 
Dependents can apply yearly as long as all criteria are met.   Dependent can only be awarded the 
CAFL Family Scholarship one time. 
 
Accessibility: 
 
Only one application per family per year will be accepted. 
 
Minimum entry: 
 
As voted during the annual CAFL meeting held in Cornwall in February 2007, the scholarship 
awarding requires a minimum of three (3) nominations / applications from the membership. If the 
minimum nominations / applications are not received, the awarding of the scholarship will be 
deferred to the next year.  



CAFL Family Scholarship 

   Application Form     
 

DEPENDENT INFORMATION (STUDENT) 
First Name:  
Name:  
Date of Birth  
Address:  
Telephone Number:  
Secondary school graduated 
from: 

 

Secondary school address 
and phone number: 

 

Graduation date:  
Post-secondary institution 
attended: 

 

Post-secondary full time 
program attended: 

 

SPONSOR INFORMATION (CAFL MEMBER) 
First Name:  
Name:  
Address: 
 

 

Telephone Number Home:  
Telephone Number Work:  

For The Use OF The CAFL Executive Committee Only 
CAFL Membership paid up? YES NO 
Application Date: 
(Refer to Post Mark on 
Letter) 

 

Copy of High School 
Diploma: 

YES NO 

Copy of Post Secondary 
Institution’s Acceptance 
Letter 

YES NO 

Copy of post secondary 
institution’s registration fee 
receipt  

YES NO 

 
I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the above information is accurate and complete.  In the event 
that I receive the scholarship, I grant authority to publish my name as the recipient of the scholarship for 
publicity purposes. 
 
 
 
Signature of Applicant      Date 
 
 
 
Signature of CAFL Member     Date 
 

 
Forward application and supporting documents no later then 31 January of the current year to:  
CAFL Family Scholarship, Minto Place Postal Outlet, PO Box 56069, 407 Laurier Ave Ottawa, ON,    
K1R 7Z1  



CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
FORCES LINEMEN 

 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
  

NEW 
 
  

RENEWAL 
 
 

  
 
Given Name 

 
 
Nickname 

 
 
Surname 

 
 
Rank  

Street Address  
City                                                     Province                                               Postal Code  
 
email address:  
Telephone : Home                              Office  
Training: I completed my Group 1 or Lineman TQ 3 Training 
 
From:(date)                                     To: (date)  
Enclosed is a cheque/money order in the amount of $               To cover membership dues for the period  
 
1 Apr 20        to 31 Mar    20    .      
 
Membership dues are $10.00 per year and the membership year is from 1 April to 31 March. 

  
 
Signature:                                                                          Date: 

 
Forward application to:  CAFL 

Minto Place Postal Outlet 
PO Box 56069, 
407 Laurier Ave 
Ottawa, ON, K1R 7Z1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Some members find it convenient to pay for 2 or three years in advance. 
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